MIGHTYMOUSE’S      NIVOMAT   LOWERING    Solution
DO NOT BE ALARMED, THESE ARE EASY BABY STEPS!

1. Refer to the images from e-bay, ls1tech, or cadillacforums I have posted.

2. Remove rear lower seat cushion by jerking the front edge upward.  It will just pop out.
3. Unbolt the lower seat back by removing the 4 15mm nuts along the bottom.

4. Flip the seats down and remove the 4 10mm screws along the top edge (skip the latch bracket ones). It is easier to deal with these from the seating area blindly than trying to go through the trunk. Flip the seats back up, then scoot the entire seat back off the bolts and tip forward.
5. Remove the big round push clips from the side carpeting which covers the upper shock mounts.

6. Under the carpet and foam pieces you will find the top of the shock, remove the two 13mm nuts holding the original shock mounting brackets to the body. (It’s safe, nothing will fly at you.)
7. Lift the car up by the center differential until the rear tires come off the ground.

8. Remove the 21mm bolts holding the bottom of the shock to the carrier.  Remove the shock.

9. On the shock, remove the 13mm top nut (save the nut for reinstall) and remove all of the stock components.

10. Remove the dust cover and pop the bump stop out of the dust boot from the outside-in with something blunt not to tear it.

11. If lowering more than 1” is your goal, I suggest using a steak knife to cut 1/3 off the bump stop.  If the ride seems bumpy afterwards then you likely need to trim more.

12. *CHANGE OR CUT LOWERING SPRINGS NOW* They should pop out without much trouble.  My advice is to go ½ coil at a time and sneak up on it. Most are satisfied at 1 coil and some of the most slammed take it to 1½. Make sure to keep the rubber isolators aligned correctly on the spring.  
13. Reinstall the bump stop on the shock by itself; the dust cover will not be reused.

14. Put one of the plates with the large center hole over the shock shaft after the bump stop, and reinstall the shock to the carrier (GM saysTQ to 111#) after feeding the shaft up into the car body.

15. Back inside the car set a bushing washer (cup-edge up) on the shock shaft followed by a bushing (stepped-edge up).
16. Get a buddy to install the bolts from the bottom through the lower plate into the body. (can be done alone if you have experience with the reach-around method)

17. Set a long spacer on each bolt followed by the top plate with the smaller center hole and lock nuts.

18. Get that buddy to hold the 9/16 wrench in the wheel well and tighten the assembly or execute what I like to call a double-wrench reach-around. (GM says to 18#)
19. Move the shock shaft so that the stepped-edge of the bushing seats in the hole in the upper plate, you may need to raise or lower the jack slightly to set the shock into place.

20. Install the upper bushing (stepped-edge down) into the plate hole, making sure it is fully seated as well, followed by the top bushing washer (cup-edge down).

21.  Install the short spacer and snug the bushings together with the original 13mm nut.  Make sure the bushings compress slightly but do not crush them.  If the nut locks down but the bushings are still loose, Use the flat washers supplied to increase the preload on the bushings or you may hear a rattle on bumps.  It normally works without washers.
22. Go back to step 7 and do all of this stuff again for the other side.
23. Take the car for a spin and find out if you did anything wrong or anything is loose BEFORE putting the seats back in. (GM says TQ to 6.7#(10mm) and 22# (15mm))
24. Post pictures online!  Comments/Questions to MIGHTYM0USE@verizon.net
25. Go check/get an alignment or DIY that too.  Email me if you want to know how. 
